
Research Blending Example 
 

We  have all heard the names Vincent Van Gogh, Johann Sebastian Bach, and Edgar 1

Allan Poe before, even if we do not fully understand why. These three artists share one big thing 

in common: during their lives, no one appreciated the very things that make them so famous 

today. Van  Gogh died as an impoverished painter, driven mad by his apparent failure. J. 2

S. Bach died as an accomplished organist, but was not recognized for the music he 

wrote—music that today has come to define the baroque period. Similarly, Edgar Allan 

Poe’s work didn’t catch on at all during his lifetime, even though we now see him as one of 

the creators of the short story (“10 Incredible Artists Unappreciated in Their Time”). A 

more recent example of this pattern would be the tragic life of Scott Joplin, the (now) renowned 

composer of ragtime piano music.  Like Bach, Van Gogh, and Edgar Allan Poe, Joplin would not 

be appreciated in his own time, and according  to his widow, Lottie Joplin, he knew it: “[Scott] 3

would often say he’d never be appreciated until after he was dead” (Berlin). Today, Joplin is 

known as a famous ragtime composer, but few people really know just how incredible Joplin and 

his contributions were. 

To truly understand the accomplishments of Scott Joplin, one must also understand where 

Scott Joplin came from. However, we know very few things about him with absolute certainty. 

His birthdate, typically thought to be November 24, 1868, serves as a good example. This 

date comes from Lottie Joplin, though census data from 1870 and 1880 contradicts it. In 

addition to the unknown birthdate, we also do not know where he lived before he and his 

family moved to the town of Texarkana—the first recorded place he lived  (Berlin). But 
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despite the apparent challenge that this general lack of information presents to those trying to 

understand Scott Joplin, it actually gives us more insight into his situation than a birthdate and a 

location would. The fact that no one cared enough about a poor, African American family 

enough to document their existence accurately certainly seems very reflective of the attitude at 

the time—an attitude that Joplin would be forced deal with all throughout his life.  

However, we do know some things about Scott Joplin’s early days. For instance, we 

know that music played a very important part in the Joplin family—both parents played 

musical instruments, as well as most of the children—and because of this, Scott’s parents 

supported him when he wanted to learn the piano, despite hardly having the money to pay 

for one (“Scott Joplin”).  

We also know that Joplin left home while relatively young, with different sources have 

him leaving at different times, from as early as his teenage years to as late as twenty years 

old. Despite not knowing exactly when he left, the general story stays the same. Joplin 

traveled all around the country, surviving off of the money he earned by playing the piano 

in saloons, always in search of a new home, until he moved to Sedalia in 1894 (Blesh)... 


